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The State and Cale of a Deſogn for the Better 
Education of T houſands of Pariſh-Chil- 
dren ſucceſſruely, in the vaſt Weſtern Sub- 
urbs of London. 


Have lain now under a long Opprefſton and Impriſonment, 
|| in the purſuit of an End, I am very well afjurd, no One, 

that carries but the face of Humanity or Chriſtianity, can 

pretend to impeach, or derogate from, in it ſelf, or upon 
its own account. It was for the Education of poor Children in 
Religion and Vertue, and to be Uſeful in their Stations to Pub- 
lick Good and Service, and this to extend to ſeveral of the moſt 
Populous Pariſhes near Lordor, that muſt needs daily disbur- 
then themſelves of very great numbers, whole Y outh, having not 
been cultivated and improved, are expoſed in ſuch numbers to 
all imaginable temptations to Idlenefs, Vice and Debauchery, if 
not to ſuch courſes as fhll Priſons and load Gibbets, with Exe- 
cutions diſgraceful to Humane Nature, and particularly diſho- 
nourable to the Nation. 

Who then can, without manifeſt injury to the Laws of Chri- 
ſtianity and Humanity, pretend any thing againſt deſigning to 
Ends ſo worthy, as that they are ſo far from demeriting the 
Treatment I have found, that even Indiſcretion in ſo excellent 
an attempt, is rather meritorious of mankind. 

And becauſe That is the great Charge againſt this particular 
Defign and Undertaking, and aggravated againft me, even ta 
the 1mputation of Frenzy and Madneſs, and, which is yet 
worſe, of Unnaturalneſs to my Family and neareſt Relations 
I have therefore, in Juſtice to my ſelf, and Honour to many 
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| Perſons of great Condition and Reputation, who vouchſafed 
me favour on this account, thought it my Duty to give this 
' open and free-Account of that whole Matter, and to compoſe 
it into a ſhort Hiſtory or relation ; It ſhall be ſo juſt, and fo 
ſeverely bounded by Fruth, that the greateſt Enemies of that 
Undertaking, and of my ſelf for it, ſhall not find where to 
fiſten accuſation of Falſhood, or calumniate it as Legendary, or 
Romantick : and I hope it will appear, when every thing 1s 
truly weigh'd, I was neither Frantick, nor ſo much as in the 
Tranſports of Fancy in what I had proje&ed. I cannot be with- 
out ſome hopes, this Relation may ſome way fall under the no- 
tice of His Sacred Majeſty, enter his Royal Court, and approach 
the Obſervation of our Gracious Queen, and of Her Royal 
Highneſs the Princeſs Ann of Denmark, , whole Charity gives 
her a Name greater than that of a Princeſs : And that the De- 
ſign being a Deſign of publick Good, and mercy to Souls and 
Bodies, it will have a certain Reception with the Moſt Reve. 
rend Fathers in God, the Arch-Biſhops, and the Right Reve- 
rend the Biſhops, and the Reverend Clergy about this City, 
both Dignitaries and others, with the Nobility and Gentry, 
- and moſt particularly with thoſe Honourable Perſonages, who 
by their Promiſes of Aſſiſtance and Contribution, as alſo by 
their Encouragement and Approbation, made Reaſonable, what 
might otherwiſe be juſtly cenſur'd as moſt unreaſonable in me, 
_ chargeable with the fault of the fooliſh Builder 1n the Go- 
pel. 

But yet farther, I promiſe my ſelf a moſt favourable and com- 
paſſionate Reception of this Repreſentation with thoſe Pariſhes 
and the moſt Worthy Divines, their Paſtors, to the Service of 
which I more particularly levell'd my Deſign. 

This ſhort Relation then, to which I give the name of a Brief 
Hiſtory, I ſhall diſtribute into theſe five Heads. 

1. To give a true Account of my Self and Family when I 
firſt made this Attempt, and to vindicate my ſelf from thoſe Im- 
putations that make ſuch an Attempt ſeem Folly and Madnefs, 
or unnatural to wy neareſt Relations. 

2. 
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2. I will moſt humbly preſent the Aſſurances and Encourage- 
ments I had from others, that may redeem me and this Underta- 
king from thoſe Imputations. 

3. I will render the Steps that I took in this Matter as plain 
and orderly as may be, as a juſtification of the hopefuli&ſs of it 
as I had Jaid it. 

4. I will freely, yet modeſtly and inoffenſively Remonſirate 
thofe adverſe Contrivances and Injuries, that have fo far ruin'd 
this Undertaking, that was laid with Caution and Prudence, 
and then: reproach'd it as ſenſleſs and mad 5 and the ſame Me- 
thods and Meaſures were taken againſt my ſelf, by impriſoning, 
and Bankrupting me, and then voguing me Crack-brain'd and 
Frenſick. 

5. I ſhall take the boldneſs to lay before the Publick Charity 
and Mercy, the poſſible and hopeful] Meaſures that may be ta- 
ken to reſcue this ſo baffled and diſgrac'd Undertaking, that it 
may turn to account of ſo great a Good as I intended it. 

Upon all which, I make no doubt I ſhall be allow'd to make 
my Petition for general Afhiſtance, and ſhall be accepted in ir. 

I begin with the ſtate it had pleas'd the Providence of God 
to bleſs me into, when this Deſign came firſt into my Eye. le 
was indeed far from being ſo great, as to ſuſtain an Undertaking 
{o weighty as Founding an Hoſpital, nor was it ſo mean and 
contemptible, as that I ſhould be wholly incapacitate to be a 
moſt humble Petitioner of the Charity of Many, and Noble 
Perſons, of ample Fortunes, and greater Minds, to fo great a 
Work. 

I could then without any immodeſty, value my Eſtate at 
about (ix thouſand Pounds, and a flowing courſe of Trade, (l 
ſpeak it with lowlieſt acknowledgment of the Divine goodneſs 
to me) and as clear and current a Reputation, as moſt Trades- 
men of my ſtandard and ſize in the City; fo that I was in ſome 
degree able to endure the making an Eſlay, or Experiment of 
the Beneficence of a City of ſo vaſte a Confluence, and ſuch a 
Staple Trade, of ſuch a Clergy, Nobility, Gentry, as the World 
It felf cannot. boaſt any of greater Splendour, Opulency, or _ 
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ſian Generoſity, and ſo Royal a Court at the head of all. The 
Magnificence of which I am very well aſſured, had appeared in 
this very Experiment by this time, had it not been by moſt de- 
liberate and cunnignly deſign'd Oppoſition, cruſh'd in the birth. 

Nor indeed were my firſt Endeavours guilty of any Ambiti- 
on, or extravagancy of aſpiring z for my Projectings of ſo pub- 
lick a Good, {ad upon this low and humble occalion, and 
though it hath pleaſed the Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs not 
to bleſs them as yet with that ſucceſs, yet it 1s an Apology for 
me, that many of the greateſt things in the World have ſprung 
up from very ſmall and deſpicable Originals. 

I was by the Providence of God, that ſets to all men the 
bounds of their Habitation, equally as their times of abode, caſt 
upon the ſide of High: gate Hill, where all this City of fo great 
Grandeur lies under view : It was for a Summers receſs, for 
the freedom of better Air, as other Citizens of no greater rank 
than my own ſeek for themſelves and Families. In the Houſe 
that fell to my lot, there was an outward Building, that had 
been uſed for a meaner purpoſe, for which having no ſuch oc- 
caſion, I readily obſerved it as a Room that might ſerve a bet- 
ter purpoſe, and to a Woman that imploy'd her ſelf to teach 
Children, wanting ſuch a conveniency, I very freely allow'd it, 
out of the natural inclination I had for the Education of Youth 
in any virtuous beginning, (a thing of great eſtimation always 
withthe wiſeſt and beſt men) and very gladly accommodated it to 
ſo good a purpoſe, being ſo far from that ſalvage Humour of tur- 
ning Places ſet apart for any better uſes to be the Receptacle of 
Brutes, that with greater pleaſure 1 redeem'd that which had 
been for baſer offices to a civill Reception, and to a Service, 
though comparatively mean, yet ſuch as layes the foundation 
of all Virtne, Ingenuity and Literature, both Moral and Reli- 
grous, viz. the firſt knowledge of Letters. 

The ſatisfaction I found herein was fo great, that it was a ve- 
ry difficult piece of Continency, within my own bounds, having 
that great City ſtil! in my Eye, which I knew every year ſwar- 
med with an un-nurtur'd new Generation of Mankind, not to 
delire 
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deſire to advance to ſomething of an higher Effort in that kind. 
Apprehenſions of the ſore unhappineſs of humane nature, thro' 
the want of wholſom Inſtitution of Child-hood crowded in up- 
on me. Theſe apprehenſions broke out into paſſionate wiſhes, I 
could do any thing to redreſs it, and reſcue, how ſmall a Por- 
tion ſoever from a Barbarity, that grows up with ſo many, the 
Poverty or Negligence of whoſe Parents ſo expoſes them, even 
m a Chriſtian City. 

| proceed therefore ſo much farther, as to adorn that which 
only deſcrv'd the name of a Room into ſome of the Formality 
of a School-houſe, and raiſed the Charafter of a School-miſtriſs 
to that of a School-maſter, thongh indeed but of the loweſt 
Claſs 3 a Maſter of Reading and Writing. 

And at my own charge took in Children, firſt about twenty, 
then their number increaſed to near fourty, and both their Dyer, 
Clothing, and Teaching, lay upon me for about two years and a 
half ; Theſe were Receiv'd from the Neighbour Parts to High- 
gate. 

And at this Juncture, the Care of my Family, from my own 
intimate affeion to them, and their ſenfibleneſs of the incomo- 
diouſneſs ſuch a Charge upon me might bring on them, (I con- 
fe not without reaſon) began to encounter my deſign. 

To allow then the juſt Conſideration to each was my great 
Concern at that time, and to make a fuitable compoſure and a- 
greement between them was my principal care. On one fide, I 
could not be either ſtupidly unſenfible my felf, much leſs unna- 
turally deaf to the appeals of my neareſt Relations, to both my 
Love and Juſtice tothem 3 on the other fide, the zeal of ſuch a 
publick Good as I had conceivd in my Thoughts, made me 
wholly unwilling to let my defign fink 3 I knew my felf in a 
Condition to ſupport it ſome time by my own ſtrength, though 
not long, but it muſt cruſh me with its weight, and fall it ſelf 
ſo upon me as to bury me in its Ruine 3 I knew I could 'not do 
ie any time without ſuch an Injury to my ſelf and Family, as I 
had no thonght to ſuffer for my own or their ſake. 2 
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At this ſtrait, between theſe two ſo valuable Intereſts, I re- 
ſolv'd to make application to the Charity of Perſons, of both 
Nobility, ſplendid Fortunes and Piety, as alſo to the Learned 
and Religious of both the long Robes, and of eſpecial Dignity 
therein. 

And then I began to model my deſign, out of a private into 
a publick Charity, that ſhould have a publick Name, be a pub- 
lick Honour, and born up by a publick Afliſtance and Contri- 
bution, and particularly I now began to call it an Hoſpital, by 
the Conſignation of all I did to thoſe moſt populous Pariſhes, 
viz. St. Martins in the Fields, St. Giles inthe Fields, St.Clement- 
Danes, St. Paul-Covent-Garden, St. Mary-Savoy, and part of St. 
Andrews Holborn, and what ſucceſs I had therein, is the proper 
Subject of my ſecond Head in this Relation, 

[ ſhall only add, thatas Perſons undertaking a dangerous Voy- 
age by Sea, or entring upon any hazardous adventure of Imploy- 
ment, firſt give their Affairs the beſt ſettlement they are able, 
and in Scripture-Phraſe, ſet their Houſes in order; ſo knowin 
the neceſiities of Mankind are like the Ocean, or boundleſs Wa- 
ters, upon which Solomon yet adviſes us under that elegancy of 
Expreſſion to caſt our Bread, I look'd upon 1t as lanching my 
ſelf into the Deep, an adventure full of toil, hazard, and in- 
certainty of Succeſs, but of great Returns,if proſperous. I there- 
fore made ſuch a diſpoſe of my Eſtate, and adjuſted to every 
Relation, their apportion in what I had, and it was ſettled to 
their ſatisfaQtion, free from any Debts and Incumbrances, as I 
can make appear by particulars, not ſo convenient here to be 
recited, eſpecially at this time. 

I can therefore thus far ſubmit my ſelf with great aſſurance, 
to the Judgment of all unprejudic'd, and not prepoſleſs'd ; whe- 
ther my Deportment 1n this particular relating to my Family, 
was, as Either of a diſtrated or unnatural Perſon : What I did 
in a way of Charity, (I confeſs above the ſphere of my Condi- 
tion and Eſtate) I eſteem'd only as Lent; I do not fo much 
mean in Solomon's lenſe unto the Lord, but on the Reputation 
of the Chriſtianity and Charity of ſo many great Perſonages, 
and 
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and more eſpecially of thoſe Pariſhes I juſt now named ; fo that <5 
I write my {if no other than the moſt humble Petitioner, and 
Servant in ſo worthy and honourable a Deſign. 

I muſt now in the ſecond place, preſent the Encouragements 
I receiv'd from Noble, Pious, and Charitable Perſons of all de- 
grees, which I do with the humbleſt acknowledgements and 
thanks to them 3 the Recognition of which is a Patronage of 
what I have done, and redeems me from thoſe Imputations that 
have been ſo fatal to my honeſt and better founded Deſign, than 
the general miſrepreſentation of me and it would have be- 
lieved. 

I know my Enemies were ready to fpeak to me, and conti- 
nue ſtill to ſpeak, as the Adverſaries of the Jews did to them in 
Nehemiahs time 5; What will this feeble impotent Perſon do ? 
Will he build Caſtles in the Air 2 Will he undertake without 
counting the Charges, or having wherewith to diſcharge it, 
build an Hoſpital 2 What will his Foundations bear, or how 
will the Walls of his Superſtrufture riſe ? can they be other 
than ſo weak, that if a Fox go over them, he will break them 
down ? 

I acknowledge, theſe, and many ſuch like things were ſaid 
to me, and of me, and of my Undertaking, by thoſe that had 
deſpitefully ſaid, Raſe it ever: to the foundation. And they may 
be juſtly enough ſaid to me upon my own account, 

But when I conſider the infinite Goodneſs and Power of 
God, that is a Favourer of, and a Friend to all things of Pub- 
lick Good, being himſelf the moſt Publick BenefaQor, and 
hath a more particular Favour for the younger part of Man- 
kind, whoſe Minds and Manners, yet unlullied with Corrupti- 
on, and the future hopes of whom hang doubtful on the advan- 
tages of thtir Education, whom he commands to remember him 
in the days of their Youth, and of whoſe training up in the 
way wherein they ſhould go, that they may not depart from 
It, when they are Old, he hath ſo carefully admoniſhed the el- 
der World ; of the care of whom he gives us ſo many aflſuran- 


ces in his Word, as ſuch, who have not yet made proof of thoſe 
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Corruptions of the World, and of whom there are charitable 
hopes 3 they may by a cautious ſecuring them 1n the arms and 
hands of Virtue and Religion, be formed to a better State, ac- 
cording to the excellent purpoſes, for which the Divine Image 
was [ct upon their Souls, of whom there are yet hopes, till they 
have forfeited them, and given evidence to the contrary ; the 
promis'd Land in its firſt Poſſeſſion was reſerv'd for ſuch, and 
denied to their Fathers ; all this care of God over this tender 
Age, gave me Confidence of a better }Jue than the prefages of 
thoſe that had evil will fore-boded. 

But becauſe I know God in this Age of the world works by 
ordinary means, and not by Miracles, I was not ſo fanatically, 
or enthuſiaſtically heated, as to look for immediate Aſhiſtances, 
but view'd round about me for the moſt hopeful Expedients and 
Methods of Ailiſtance, to a Work I knew much too great for 
my own graſp, and to unweildy for my {mall ſtrength. 

I therefore apply'd my ſelf to the wiſeſt, molt honourable 
Perſoris, and of greateſt affluence of Condition, who might be 
not only able to ſet an Example, but by their ſubſtantial Con- 
tributions, raiſe, and promote ſo good an intent. 

And without any vanity or boaſt, I may truly ſay I had ſuch 


- « earneſts of Succeſs, that had not a dark Meteor roſe up from ei- 


ther the Envy, or ſclf Intereſt of other Perſons, (1 know not 
to which to 1mpute it ) who were alſo armed, as the Event 
ſpeaks, with Subtilty, Power, and Reputation, to undermine 
my yet tender beginnings, and covered the whole Attempt with 
a black miſt and ſhade, under which it is yet covered, it had by 
this time, .as a City upon a Hill, raiſed the Enquiry, and attra- 
ted the Bounty of even ſtrangers to it ; for theſo many Exam- 
ples that deſerv'd Imitation, had without doubt provok'd the 
Zeal of others in ſo good a Caule. 

How could I think that a Caſtle in the Air, or ſo feeble an 
Undertaking, that had fo large and ſolid a Baſe, as the Charity 
of ſuch a Court, ſuch a-City, ſo-many honourable Ladies, parti- 
cularly whoſe tender and compaſiionate Natures flow with all 
Love and Mercy, and whoſe Piety is ready to direQ it into any 

ſuch, 
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ſuch Channel, as wherein the Glory of God, and good of Man- 
kind may have ſo ſtrong a Current. 

And together with them, I record ſo many Noble Lords, fo 
many Eminent Divines, Lights to, ſhall I ay, this whole Nation, 
yea, to the whole Chriſtian World it ſelf; ſo many grave and 
worthy Citizens, who having receiv'd abundantly from the im- 
mediate Bounty of Heaven, are taught Liberality by ſo great an 
Exemplar, as of the Father of Mercies and Bounties, particu- 
larly copied upon themſelves. 

Having now given this general proſpe& upon a whole City 
of Benetacors, ready to any ſubſtantial project of Charity ; I 
will now place thoſe from whom had Encouragement in theſe 
hve Claſſes. 

1. There was ſome Noble Perſonages, who not only by their 
promiſes of farther Favour, but by their preſent Liberality,upon 
the very nail, as they ſay, afſhiſted me with ready money, and 
theſe contributed to the value of near four hundred Pounds. 
And though I have equal eſteem, and am obligd to have ſo to 
thoſe who aſſur'd me their future Afhſtance, whoſe Word is Ob- 
ligation ſufficient, and far ſtronger than Bonds, eſpecially to ſo 
publick and Sacred a Purpoſe ; yet the general eſtimation the 
World hath for what is ſpeedily and immediately done, and 
for (as it 1s called) ready Money, makes them of the firſt Three 
of theſe Worthies; as David's Worthies had ſome the Renown 
to be ſtyled the Firſt Three, without any Poltponing thoſe that 
came after in point of Honour. 

2, Thoſe that gave me ſecurity of their expreſs promiſe of 
their Aſſiſtance, as valuable to me as Gold it ſelf, and whoſe 
Words I lay up in the moſt Honourable Remembrance I have, 
and eſtimate them, though not yet performed, as men do their 
beſt Securitics for money out of their hands. 

3. Many Perſonages of great Character and Name in the 
World, gave me under their Hands their Teſtimonials of Appro- 
bation, and Recommendations to the Charity of others 3 ſome 
with explicite and firm Aſſurances of their own Contributions, 


ſome with only virtual and implied Promiſes, for ſuch great 
B 2 Names 


[10] 


Names are not by themſelves ſet to a Blank ; and indeed no- 
thing can be of greater value to me, nor greater juſtification, 
and even Vindication of me and this Deſign, and in that regard 
more precious than Silver 3 For Perſons may upon many mo- 
tives be induced to afts of Bounty and Charity, who have yet 
no kind reſentments of the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of ſuch an 
Undertaking 3 but a judicious and hearty Approbation ex- 
cells in this regard, as Reaſon and intellectual things far fſur- 
mount all things groſs and material. And though indeed Mo- 
ney anſwers all things, as to this material world, yet ſtill Wit- 
dom excells Riches ; and ſo I own the Charity of ſo excellent 
and venerable Judgments, contributing the Suffrages of their 
Prudence and Virtue, as the higheſt Obligations 3 and I bind 
them to my Head as a Crown and Diadem, that both grace and 
ſecure me from al} my accuſers. 

4. Some moſt Honoured Perfons, that did not 1n any of the 
former Inſtances, although ſome of them did in all, or ſeveral 
of them joyn themſelves to this Undertaking 3 yet ſome who 
did not in any of them communicate their Favour, yet were 
pleaſed to receive from me thoſe Preſents of Homage, as Pa- 
tents, that I held under them my pretenſions to lo great a 
Work, as a meaneſt Tenant at Will, whom Divine Providence 
by their ample Fortunes had made, under him, the Lords of 
ſuch Works, and ſo to be eſteem'd among men, though but 
Stewards to that Paramount Lord. 

Now, ſeeing all ſuch Perſonages, in imitation of their Great 
Lord, are above all Obligations, and none give to them, but 
they are ready to return it, Full meaſure, ſhaken together, preſſed 


x down, and running over ; and therefore I cannot eſteem my ſelf 


richer in any of the Favours I have received, than 1n thoſe ve- 
ry great ones, of theſs Acceptations of my poor Preſents, 
( though ſuch as 1 was able ) and what the value of the whole 
amounted to, I think it not modeſt to write. I look upon them 
not only as a ſure Fund, but a fruitful Bank, that will in a fit 
ſeaſon ſpring up with great increaſe, and agreeable to what 
was ſown. 

Laſtly, 
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Laſtty, I cannot omit the mention of my Obligations to thoſe 
Veltryes, that by their Contracts with me, and Orders in this 
Afﬀeair, gave me great Afliſtance, and were ready, if I had not 
met with moſt unreaſonable oppoſition, to have eſpouſed my 
Deſign, for the good of the Children of their reſpettive Pariſh- 
es, and had taken off the Charge and Burthen from me. And ſee- 
ing every one in this City that knows the Prudence and the Sage- 
neſs of thoſe Veſtry-meetings, will caſily acquit me from the ſcan- 
dalous imputation of a Mad-man, for they have not ſuch tnter- 
courſe with fuch Mad-men 3 and therefore their Proceedings 
with me, I own with all Thankfulneſs, and offer them as Let- 
ters of commendation in my behalf. 

Having now ſo great a Cloud of Aſſiſtance to encompaſs me, 
as I have in this Recount ſpread about me, I made greater and 
more reſolved Steps, and firſt built upon new Foundations, ne- 
ver laid before ; and though I will not undertake to juſtifie all 
my Models, or excuſe my felt from Errours, yet 1n the general 
I defignd both Conveniency and Beauty, and ſomewhat I ad- 
jaſted to the Pleaſure, Divertiſement, and Entertainment of thoſe 
Honourable Ladies, whoſe compaſſionate Charity I had ſo great 
hopes from 3 that ſomething of Delight might be tempered to 
ſo great Uſe and Publick Advantage 3 For ſo our merciful Cre- 
ator and Preſerver hath allowed, that the moſt ſolid, ſubſtan- 
tial, and maſly goods, ſhould have an Oyl, and Balſam ſwim- 
ming about them, that might take off from them their weight 
and -preſ{fiveneſs apon the Infirmities of Humane Nature ; yea 
which, even in Innocency, was ſo prepared, that it required 
ſome adulcements of things to the pleaſure of thoſe Senſes, with 
which it was created by the Original Goodneſs, ſomething that 
might harmoniouſly concert them. 

As theſe Hopes I have before explained grew greater, and my 
Progreſs had further and deeper engaged me, ſo my Attempts 
roſe higher 3 For, upon the conſideration of the expenſiveneſs 
of Building, and that a particular Invention or Model ſeldom 
pleaſes the general Humour ; but that every one is ready to 
interpoſe their cenſure and diſlike, I had, both by the next 
neigh- 
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neighbourhood of Dorcheſter-Houſe to my firſt Plot for this 
gn, its ſtrong and ſtately Edihce, its ſharing in all the ad- 
vantages of Scituation, Air, nearneſs to this Great City, plea- 
fant Fields about it, conveniency for Gardening, and all ſuch 
helps for cheaper and eaſier Proviſion, and above all, for the 
great penny-worth and eafie price I found it purchaſable upon, 
conſidering all theſe Advantages and Conveniencies, I laid a 
ſure hold upon it, and made the Title of it ſo far my own, 
that if things had went ſmoothly on, according to my former 
laying of them into the Order before recited, I ſhould have 
been enough able to have paid for it z although at the firſt 1 
was under a necefiity, through my Settlement made out of my 
Eſtate to my Family, the Money expended upon the mainte- 
nance of poor Children, my Expences in ſuch due acknowledg- 
ments to the Perſons whoſe Right the Glory of all my Under- 
taking, under God, was to have been, and therefore that Ho- 
mage, as I call it juſtly, due to them, and the Charges of the 
new Buildings I had ere&ed ; through all theſe, I was, I freely 
own, under a neceſſity to borrow Money for the purchaſe of 
this ſo every way deſirable a Pile for ſuch a purpoſe. 

And this was the ſtate of things, truly and 1mpartially laid 
before every Eye 3 this was, I ſay, the ſtate of things, to which 
I had advanced, when another Scene of things opened. 

For now I have paſſed through the more pleaſing and ſmooth 
part of my Relation, I muſt enter upon that more unplea- 
ling, and unnatural to me 3 for though I ſhall moſt cautiouſly 
avoid any unhandſome and undue Refleftions upon any Per- 
ſon, much more of Publick Honour and CharaQter, or particu- 
larly related to my ſelf, by neareſt Bonds of Nature and Aﬀe- 
Ction ; yet when I am under a neceſſity of making an Account 
to the World how all my Hopes and Endeavours ſublided, and 
my Expectations not only diſappointed, but the whole Deſign 
torn in pieces, trodden down, ridiculed and expoſed to ſcorn, 
my ſelf diſgraced and impriſoned, and all this for no Injquiy 
10 my hand, nothing that was injurious to any Perſon, nor any 


otherwiſe than as juſt I have repreſented, but travailing in a 
De- 
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Deſign of ſo great and common a Good. I cannot remonſtrate 
theſe things, but I muſt touch the ations of other Perſons, ſo 
far as may be grievous and offenfive to then. 

But that I may give Example of all Humility, Modeſty, and 
of Obedience to thoſe Laws of Chriſtianity, that forbid evil 
Speaking, Clamour and Detra@ion ; I ſhall give barely matter 
of Fat, and then, as things themſelves, which cannot be decei- 
ved nor deceive, ſhall either Condemn me or others ; I and 
they muſt ſubmit, and they cannot blame me, if things Con- 
demn them ; for to ſo righteous a Judgement, all of what Cha- 
racer ſoever, how high, how great ſoever muſt ſubmit. 

Now this Part I ſhall preſent in ſo brief and naked a Relati- 
on, and though, as it concerns my felf, it can deſerve hardly the 
name of a Relation 3 yet, as it concern'd fo publick a Good, I 
adventured to add ſome Reflection of the Honour of a Hiſtorian 
upon it : Andl ſhall diſcharge that Duty with the greateſt Faith- 
falneſs 1n all I ſay, and moſt eſpecially, wherein there is a Temp- 
tation to aggravate beyond a Truth, the Sufferings and Oppreſ- 
lions I have undergone. 

To enter into the clear and plain Hiſtory of the Oppoſition, 
[ found ſo prevailing againſt this Undertaking, I muſt diſpoſe 
it into this Order ; Firſt, to conſider the real inward ſprings of 
the Oppoſition, the Engines it wrought by 3 Thirdly, the force 
by which it executed it ſelf in the Artainment of its ends, un- 
der which, both my Sclt and my Undertaking, at this time, 
lay ſuppretled. 

For the firſt, I can with any ſatisfaction to my Reaſon, in 
the moſt charitable conſtruction of things, find out no other 
ſprings of all that ſcorn, clamour, and violence, that have been 
made uſe of in this cafe againſt me, than theſe three things. 

Firſt, that ſore Diſeaſe of Humane Nature, Envy, of which 
Solomon obſerves, That for a right Work a man is envied of his 
Neighbour. Many Perſons, of whom I have reaſon to have very 
honourable Thoughts, yet whoſe ſecret Reliſtances to my En- 
deavours, I have found very ſecret, and yet brisk and effective, 
propogated an univerſal Diſreſpe& and Diſcſteem among _ 
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that had no great affeQion to it, and that much cool'd and aba- 
ted the Fervour and Life of thoſe in it that had been either in- 
clinable or friendly, and expos'd it to the laviſh Tongues of 
of thoſe that call them their own, who bore this Deſign up and 
down with ſcorn, and whereas it was known or ſpoke of, made 
it a ſubje& of Laughter and Ridicule ; but what 1s there that 
Envy cannot miſrepreſent and find reaſon againſt 2 A Paſſion, 
that as it muſt naturally riſe from Hell, and ſo carries the ſub- 
tilty and efficacy of that with it, and eaſily ferments, inflames, 
and even infuſes its poyſon into Humane Spirits, which by the 
Apoſtle James's CharaQter, even luſt to Envy, and ſo are too 
ſuſceptive of the poyſon 3 and when Envy hath blaſted any 
thing, it's eaſie for that general: Levity of Mankind, and the de- 
light it hath in turning all things to Mirth and Comedy, to fit 
all things to that pleaſant Humour, and accordingly Burleſque 
them 3 and this we all know, attempts to depretiate things of 
greateſt Worth and higheſt Reverence. 

But it may be asked, what poſſible Food was there for that 
black Paſſion to feed upon, that which deſerved only the pi- 
ty of wiſe men, the ſcorn and laughter of worſer men, who 
could be tempted to envy it ? to ſee a Perſon lick of his own 
Fancy, ſwoln and tympaniz'd with Imaginations, and whimſey 
requires Compaſhon or Scorn, rather than moves Envy. Who 
would be envious at a Man that would build Hoſpitals with 
Wind ; as he can blow up bubbles with his breath ? This I 
cannot deny may be ſmartly enough retorted upon me, yet 
what is it that Envy cannot find ſomething to feed upon, 
that prys into every corner, tortures every thing to find out its 
own Repaſlt ? and even that little of any thing that hath but a 
colour of good, any Complexion of Virtue, or doing Good, it 
ſearches out and quarries upon. 

That any one ſhould but comprehend and fathom ſo great a 
Thought for Publick Good, as ſuch an Hoſpital, that might or 
ſhould awake every one in their Place to contribute to thar, 
or do ſomething like it, and the meaner the Perſon that hath 
but ſo much pretenſion as I have made offer of, the greater the 

| En- 
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Envy, to undertake to preſent to ſo many Honourable and 
Charitable Perſonages, a mark to dire& their Charity to, moves 
the dark affeQions of ſome 3; that any one ſhould preſume to 
elicite the Graces of the Virtuous and Beneficent, and re 

the too general coldneſs, deafneſs and unaCtiveneſs of the moſt 
to a Duty ſo recommended, ſo aufully imprinted by that great 
lover of Mankind, the Author and Exemplar of Charity 3 this 
was enough to imbitter and ſour the Humours of others, who 
looked upon themſelves as more deſerving, more powerful, more 
wiſe for ſuch an Action, and to bave been the Leaders in it, ta- 
king away the Key of Charity, neither entring themſelves nor 
allering them that would ; and though they had no heart to it, 
yet becauſe their Obligations might be truly greater, and the 
Duty more incumbent upon them, ſo that they ought to have 
been the Leaders, and ſo are aſham'd to Follow, therefore have 
Indignation within themſelves : And in all the Experiences of 
the World, we know ( waving the matter we are upon wholly 
as if there had been no ſuch thing) what monſtrous Earth- 
quakes and violent Storms this Subterraneous Vapour hath rai- 
ſed in the World 5 What great and worthy Atchievements it 
hath either buried in Abortion, or torn 1n pieces, if come to 
any Maturity 3 what wonder then is it, that ſo young an In- 
fant, and Conception as this, and of ſo weak a Conſtitution, 
would be wracked, and at the very lanching out be ſunk 2? 

All which laid together, may induce a Belief of what I have 
other Aſſurances of, by a continual Obſervation of what attend- 
ed every Motion I made, and the notice I had of the Perſons 
ſo 111 affected, then I am willing to Communicate, and therefore 
in Modeſty I withdraw from the Topique, when [ have appli- 
ed this Remark of Solomon, by way of addition, that ſuch an 
evil Diſcaſe as frets the very Bones into Rottennelſs, ( for Envy is 
the Rottenneſs of the Bones ) cannot but exulcerate ſuch Perſons 
into all the Rancor and Keenneſs imaginable, and if Envy be fo 
enraged, who, as the wiſeſt of men ſaid, can ſtand before it ? 

Others, who knew they were to be attack'd with earneſt ſol- 
licitations to aſhlt and contribute to ſuch a Work, conceived a 
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Hatred to the occaſion, and to cover their want of Mercy and 
Chriſtian Charity, ſo artificially tranſported themſelves againſt 
the Work, and the Proje&or of itz for Covetouſnefs, which God 
abhorreth, of all Vices walks in the graveſt and moſt demure Ha- 
bir 3 it conſtantly ſhews it ſelf abroad under the mantle of Pru- 
dence and Diſcretion, and fagely Reaſons againſt all the Inven- 
tions of Mercy and Liberality ; it obſerves thgſe Clouds and 
thoſe Winds that look inauſpiciouſly, and threaten all Enter- 
prizes of Mercy. And this not being enough, they inveigh 
againſt the Folly and Indiſcretion of thoſe that brood upon ſuch 
Deſigns, that they are a Company of halt crack'd men, that do 
not wiſely conlider worldly Intereſts, and keeping what every 
one hath to themſelves, and not laviſhing it out on Pions Utes, 
and therefore deride them and their Projeds, as our Saviour 
was derided by the Phariſees, who were covetous 3 and fo ſee- 
Ng no one is willing to bear the ugly Imputation' of Covetous, 
therefore they drive it as far from them as they can, by retorting 
all ſuſpicions of it upon fenſeleſsneſs of Charity-ProjeGtors, who 
run, ſay they, the common Fate of all ProjeQors,to live and dye 
Beggars. Now all this ſounding like Oracle to the men of the 
World, who praiſe only them that do well to themſelves ; they 
huff off all thoſe Arguments of Chriſtianity for doing good, 
and mark the Ruine of thoſe that trouble the World with 
Works of that Character, and fet them up as Fillars of caution 
to all others, not ſo to infeſt it 3 and how many Enemies of this 
fort I and my Poor Undertaking have met with, there is a Day 
will diſcover. | 

I found yet the cloſer Gripes of fome that had more particu- 
lar Intereſt to run down this Attempt and the Author of ir. 
Many Ancient Works of Charity and Magnificence have been 
greedily bungred and thirſted for by ſuch Cormorants, to en- 
large their own Conveniencies, either to enlarge their own 
Bounds, or to clear the Air about them, that they may be plac'd 
as It were alone in the mid'{t of the Earth; and ſuch. a ſelf Inte- 
reſt lodg'd inthe Hearts of thoſe that have Power in their Hands 
to do it, drives down all before it as a Tempeſt or Hurricane 5 
lo 
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ſo that it is not to be expected ſuch green and uncemented 
Walls as theſe were could ſtand ſach a Shock, that Ancient 
Foundations of great Strength and ample Revenues have been 
torn up by. 

Now the Engines by which the ſecret Springs moved and 
ated, were, I confels, molt notably fitted to the Purpoſes, and 
though the ſecret Wheels were baſe and unworthy Principles, 
yet they were ſecret, and thoſe which were vilible and ſeen to 
play were plauſible, and in themſelves truly Rational, however 
ill applied, and though good in themſelves, yet very unjuſtly 
and injuriouſly ſummon'd to ſerve againſt me 3 As firſt, the 
Cares and Concernments of my own Family, and thole near 
Relations of a Wife, a Son, and Daughters, were made uſe of. 
Now in and by theſe ſo near Relations, I was molt ſharply af- =» 
faulted, and under theſe, the real ill AﬀeRions of my Adverſa- 
ries ſtalk'd. Theſe were made uſe of to remonſtrate againſt all 
I did, and to turn that ſtream of Beneficence and Charity that 
was flowing in upon my Wheels. Theſe were as Mortmain up- 
on all Chriſtian Liberality to me, as if the Hoſpital was to be 
built upon my. Family's ruine. This and the other Great Per- 
ſon were ſupplicated to deny me any countenance or encou- 
ragement, to claſp up their Hands from giving, and ſeal uptheir 
Hearts from any commiſeration on this account 3 and whom 
would it not indeed have amazed, and made difhdent of ex- 
tending any thing towards this Work ? But beſides all that [ 
have already ſaid to defend that Poſt againſt them, it is evident, 
That this very pretended Expedient, for the [ntereſt of my Fa- 
mily, was the moſt effe&ual Battery againſt it, as it was Timed 
and Planted. 

For when my Motion had proceeded o far, chiefly in my 
own ſtrength, and upon the Truſt and Security of all the 
Encouragements I have before diſplayed, to ſurprize my Mo- 
tion in the very nick of time, when ſo many Bounties were 
coming in upon me, to my Aid and Afſhiſtance, and to turn 
back all thoſe Contributions, what could be more effecual 
to deſtroy both me and my Family, and under a pretext of 
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png me from ruining them, to rume me and them toge- 
ther ? 

Or how was it poſſible more fatally to impoſe upon a mans 
Relations, and even infatuate them, than to time their Out- 
cryes againſt me at that very moment, when I had all the rea- 
ſon in the World to expe, that thoſe Contributions, it they 
had not been ſcard off by ſuch Clamours, ſhould have fo fea- 
ſonably incircled me, as that both I and my Family ſhould be 
Buoy'd up together by them ? When the dividing thoſe my 
Relations from me, to be ſaved by themſelves, and that I was 
to be caft as it were overboard, like a Jonas, to preſerve them, 
ſunk us all ; and then thoſe who had engaged themſelves to come 


> In to my Recovery, upon whom thoſe Aſſiſtances were to cen- 


ter ſhould be loſt, here inevitably follow'd the ſhipwrack of 
us all 3 as has moſt apparently fallen out : Whereas if they 
had rather borne me up above the waves, that I might have 
pleaded thoſe Promiſes, and drawn in thoſe Subſidiaries, we might 
1n Gods gracious Providence have all been ſafe, and out of dan- 
ger, and, as I may fay, in Harbour. | 

They ſhould therefore, when they could not hinder, but 
that things were gone ſo far without any conſiderable Contri- 
butions, have permitted thoſe Reparations, that carrying on 
the main ends of Publick Good, had wafted me to Land allo ; 
But that Great Intention being obſtrufed, and ſtranded, I my 
ſelf, and all my Concerns were run aground alſo : and ſo my 
{elf and Family remain, till infinite Mercy ſhall bring us off, by 
the return of the Benignities afſur'd to me 1n this Enterprize : 
Nor can I think, but that he who knows the innocency and fin- 
cerity of my purpoſes, will in his own time bring it to paſs. 
Nor can I look upon ſo many humble Prefents, that are yet in 
the Hands of ſo many Noble and Honourable Perſonages, but 
as daily repeated Aſſurances, They are ready to ſhed thoſe Be- 
3 Nign Influences, which Malignant Interpoſitions have thus long 
eclipſed and ſuſpended ; and that they keep thoſe Pledges of 
my humble ambition to be the Servant of their Charity, to be 
to me the Counterpart of their moſt Pions and mmogony- = 
olu- 
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ſolutions, by which, not only the Publick Work ſhall be ad- 
vanc'd, but my own tatter'd Concerns, that were brought into 
that condition by what I expended in that Publick Delign, as 
It were for them, may he repair'd in ſome degree, 

The ſecond Engine by which they were ſo forcible againſt 
this ſo innocent and well intended Deſignation, was, that which 
may ſeem moſt juſt, and unavoidable, and to have nothing of 
Artifice, and yet was indeed the moſt perfe& and undemable 
Contrivance, when laid open 3 and that was, the rallying what 
Debts they could againſt me, and ſcrewing the Proſecution up 
to an Impriſonment of two years and a half, and then winding 
it (til] higher, to a Statute of Bankrupt, and to make my own 
Son the prime Aor in all this ; In which, though I (hall, to 
avoid RefleQion, keep my ſelf cloſe to matter of Fact, yer I mult 
crave leave to anatomiſe the whole Proceeding. 

When the Engineers againſt me had laid things thus toge- 
ther, viz. That ſuch a part of my Eſtate I had diveſted my elf 
of, in Settlements upon my Family, and eſpecially my Son, of 
which, and the reaſons of it, I have before given an account : 
That another part of my Eſtate I had imbark'd in the Hoſpital 3 
One Proportion in the Charge I had actually undergone 1n the 
Maintenance of fome Children ; another proportion in thoſe 
Preſents of Acknowledgement, which yet I would avoid the 
mention of, upon any other account, than the moſt neceſſary 
matter of Fact, or vindication of the Rationality of my Pro- 
ceedings 3 and another Proportion in the Buildings, and Pur- 
chaſe of Dorcheſter-Houſe, which was a permanent, real Eſtate, 
and if Right might be done, as I hope by the concurrence of 
the former Favourers of this Undertaking, beſides the acceſſion 
ot new ones by this humble Remonſtrance, it will ; and where 
(I mean in Dorcheſter Houſe, and the other Hoſpital Buildings ) 
all the money I was indebted was depoſited, with a confidera- 
ble ſurpluſage. 

All theſe things being then laid together by ſagacions and 
vigilant Adverſaries, they came upon me with one conſent, thus 
naked, unarm'd, unprovided, and for Money well ſecured, ar 
that 


[ 20] 
& that was ready in my Sons hand (as ſome for which I am now a 
- Priſoner was ) in that very joynt, betwixt my money juſt out 
of my hand, and the expeQtation of its being refunded to me 
by thoſe hoped Contributions, I was ſeized by Bailiffs, and 
thrown into Priſon, where I have now lain ſo long, ſo great a 
Sufferer for this Pious, Charitable, and Publick Work, the 
knowledge of which will ( I have great truſt ) move the No- 
tice, Confideration, Compaſſion, and utmoſt Afſtiſtance of all 
Worthy Perſons, eſpecially thole who are more particularly 
engaged. 

And yet this would not maſter the grand Intendment of my 
Oppoſers, which was to the very Roots of the Delign, and to 
Poſleſs themſelves of that ſtately Edifice for their own private 
Conveniencies, I had for my better Purpoſes ſecured ; fo that 
though I was in-wrapp'd. in ſo many AQions, and lock'd up in 
a Priſon, and though this imbargo'd all my Hoſpital Proceed- 
ing, yet there was ſtill neceſſary to reach their dearer Ends, a 
Starnte of Bankrupt to be taken out againſt me 3 and for this,to 
ſhew the unnaturalneſs of the Proceeding, my own Son, doubt- 
leſs by ſtrong perſwaſions, is made uſe of and Inſtrumental in ſo 
great a Miſchief to his own Father, and to no better Deſign than 
for a great Perſon to lay Houſe to Houſe, an End much dearer 
than the very Ruine of the Hoſpital, and more able to deſerve 
that ſtrong Oppoſition, and thoſe terrible Contraſts with me. 

Now upon the review of theſe Proceedings, it 1s very plain 
to obſerve with what an incloſure of all manner of Inconveni- 
encies this Contrivance ſhut me in on every ſide. 

For, Firſt, it proſtrated my Reputation, which, as is eafily to 
be made known, was of ſo great neceſſity to me 1n the Promo- 
ting and Perfefting my Deſign 3 now theſe Methods they fore- 
ſaw enough, would lay my Credit as low as even themſelves 
could deſire it ; for if it was meer Inability and Inſolvency, it 
would ſeem unreaſonable to commit ſo great a Truſt into fo 
weak a Hand, and if there was Diſhoneſty to faſten upon, it 
was much more ſo, whereas it was indeed a Weakneſs, that did 
not ariſe from the ill or improvident mannage of my Afairs 
through 
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through the courſe of ſo many Years full Trade, for that, in that 
I had a moderate Succeſs through the Bleſling of God, I have 
before made apparent 3 But fir{t, in-that Proviſion I had made 
for my Family, laid in before-hand againſt all Incertainries in this 
Adventure, and which, if I had not done, what I fo parted from 
would have borne me above water 1n greateſt probability nll 
F had touched my End ; and then that I had lay'd out my felf 
to the very utmoſt in the Proſecution of my Purpoſe, were the 
true and only Caufes of my Inability and Infolvency, and no 
other culpable Cauſe: and jult in chis very preciſe Article of my 
Inability, as a ſhot betwixt Wind and Water, theſe Contrivers 
againſt me ſeiz'd me with all the violence imaginable, like the 
evil Servant, who took his Brother by the throat 3 or indeed 
worſe ; like a Blood-thirſty Enemy, that waits for the Life, he 
hath marked out for Diſpatch, watches the opportunity, when 
he ſees the Perſon aim'd at, after ſome hard toyl or fatigue of 
ation, lye without preſent breath or motion, and then encoun- 
tring him, when he hath no Spirit left for reſiſtance 3 whereas 
if they had begun with me, before, or reſpited me rill the return 
of the Blood and Spirits into the right Channels and Affinence, 
as I make no doubt they would have done in a ſhort time, by 
that Charity was flowing in upon me, in this loweſt Ebb of my 
Concerns, they ſtranded me 3 if they had ſtay'd till the re- 
turn of the Tyde, I had been upon equal Terms, and able to a- 
bide the Shock, and bore up againſt it. 

But not only my Reputation was then endeavour to be ra- 
viſh'd from me, but opportunity of Aion, and Motions in my 
former Purſuits were confined, and the Aftion' and Motion it 
ſelf fetter'd 3 for as Impriſonment 1s reputed a Civil Death, fo 
1s it as to all vigorous Aion and Motion m ſuch a Defign ; all 
Applications to Perſons from a Priſon, being as little expe&ted 
as from the Grave, and if made, preſently forgotten, as thoſe of 
a dead Man out of mind. 

But much higher than all this, the Statute of Bankrupt, by a 
very ſtrange Combination of Endeavours, and with very thin 
Appearances of thoſe abſolutely neceſſary Conditions to _— 
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ſuch a Statute, was obtained 3 for I never abſconded, I was ne- 
ver backward in any Payments, my Credit was as high as any 
Mans of my ſize or Circumſtance 3 To- find a hundred Pound 
Debt againſt me, due to thoſe that would charge it, was a difh- 
culty, and raked together againſt me from more Perſons than 
one. But now the Force and Service of this Battering-Ram a- 
gainſt this whole Undertaking, is moſt Evident, for this is di- 
reted againſt the very Foundation 3 my. Right is as much 
transferred from me as it can be, leaving me only the Title of an 
Equitable and Conſcientious Right, as durable as the very Earth 
it ſelf upon which my Buildings ſtand, that no over-ruling 
arbitrary Courſe of Law, either through the greater knowledge 
of Laws, and all the niceties of it, or mightinels of Purſe, or that 
plauſible Name of my own Son, made A unnatural an Actor in 
it can take away. | 

To ſum up now the Force and Violence with which all was 
executed. It fell like a ſtorm upon all, that any Power in this 
World can lay hold upon, Reputation, Eſtate, Liberty, and 
through the many 1nconveniencies of a Priſon, by Hardſhips, 
Cold Winters, ill Lodging, Life it ſelf endangered, and, as far as 
theſe things can enter a Soul, they preſs into the Peace, Tran- 
quility, and Religious compoſure of that, filling the Mind with 
diſtrafting Thoughts, Diſcontent,Complaints againſt Providence, 
deep Melancholy, and almoſt Deſpair 3 although by the Grace 
of God I have been more than Conquerour, and held my ground. 

And now by all this that hath gone before, I have but made 
way to my chief End in this ſhort Relation, and that is, by firſt 
removing the Prejudices, Aſperſions, and Diſrepute caſt upon 
this whole Matter. 

I am now come to the laſt, but principal part, of this my Hi- 
ſtorical Vindication, and to which all the reſt are leading and 
preparatory: And therefore, as it requires my deepeſt and moſt 
Intenſe Thoughts and Conſideration, ſo 1t moſt humbly and ear- 
neſtly begs the cloſeſt Attendance, as in which all the hopes of 
returning this loſt, and reviving this languiſhing Undertaking 
are depoſited. 

For 
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For though indeed my moſt confiding Sanctuary be the Cha- 
rity, Chriſtianity, Generofity and Compaſſion, of all that have 
been favourable to me, or that ſhall be yet invited to be o ; 
yet the ſupports of Reaſon, as they are molt neceſſary to vindi- 
cate my Zeal and affe&ionate Purſuits, ſo to give Motion and 
Acquieſcence to that Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion ; for 
who would be perſwaded to contribute to build an Hoſpital in 
the Air, as this hath been often charg'd to be? I therefore now 
addreſs my ſelf to the cloſe Argumentative Part, and to make 
good ſuch Poſitions as will. I doubt not, have Influence upon 
truly Rational Ghriſtian Spirits, and that they may be as Words 
upon their Wheels, digeſt them into the belt Order I can; and I 
hope they will move with ſuch Effect, as to lift up and reſtore 
this Undertakirg upon its firſt wheels of Motion, and better 
guided through the Favour of thoſe Chriſtian Chariteers, who, 
as Aminadab, ( whoſe Name fignifies, as the Learned have told 
me, viz. My Munificent People ) will better govern both the 
Reins and Incentives of Motion. 

The firſt Poſition I would make good, is, that the Delign it 
ſelf was unqueſtionable in it ſelf according to the Laws of God. 
For two things I acknowledge ought to be the Rule and Mea- 
ſure of a Publick Chriſtian Charitable Work. 

Firſt, That the End be no point of dark, intricate, perplex'd, 
ſuperſtitious Opinion, and that it be in its juſt proportion, and 
balanc'd to the neceflity of the Occaſion, Now that the Educa- 
tion of Child-hood, to after Uſefulneſs and Imployment, is one 
of the moſt unqueſtionable and unconteſtable Ends for the Glo- 
ry of God, who loves the Peace and good Government of that 
part of the World, eſpecially, who make Profeſſion of his Name, 
and of the Excellent Religion of Jeſ#s, is without controverlie 
or ſuſpicion molt apparent. 

Secondly, That the Occaſion is not ſufficiently provided for 
and ſatisfied, is evident by the too great Numbers of unedu- 
cated Children : For although this City have ſome very No- 
ble and Famous Nurſeries to this purpoſe, as that never enough 
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not ſo properly elevated for the Latitude of the daily increa- 
ſing Suburbs, to the Weſt of this Great City, where the Con- 
fluence of Nobility, the Royal Court, as the Center the Lines 
draws Multitudes of Families to wait upon them for Service and 
Trade, and therefore, according to the Magnificency of ſuch 
Princely, and alſo Chriſtian Hero's and Heroefles, they may be 
preſumed to take care of diſpelling the Vapours of an Unbred 
Multitude of Youth, in imitation of the Sun and Stars, whoſe 
Beams, as they cannot but exhale from the Earth into the Air, 
{o are they prepared by God to be the Salutary Princes of the 
natural Air, that carry Healing in their Beams, which are as 
Wings over the World, they defecate and purifie thoſe Vapours 
they exhale, fo are the Nobility and Gentry under and near the 
Prince himſelf, by their- Charity and Virtue to ſublimate the 
lower part of Mankind, and morally refine them, which in grea- 
teſt numbers gather about them. Now no Purification 1s of that 
Efficacy, as vertuous Education of the Riſing Generations of 
- Mankind, which if good and virtuous, both ſurprizes the Enor- 
mities of Youth, and reſtrains them, which are elſe not only va- 
nity but froward, ſtrange and full of Folly, upon Solomon's 
Obſervation : This ſo ſhapes and forms it, that the After-World 
that is renewed from that Youth and Child-hood, 1s virtuous 
alſo 3 for Children will not depart from that good way when 
they are Old, that they have been trained up in, whilſt Chil- 
dren, (by the fame wiſeſt Solomon's Obſervation) that elſe 
would multiply into a World of Vice. What therfore, like 
this Charity, can be a more general Good that diſcharges the 
Air of Converſation from ſuch impure Fogs of the Atmo- 
ſphere, and clarifies it into the moſt wholeſome Effiuviums. 
The ſecond thing that I affirm, is, that if this Work can come 
under a Publick Account of Glory and Service to God, and to 
the Souls and Bodies of Men 3 That Work then ſo deſigned 
hath a Dedication to God, and whatſoever 1s fo dedicated to 
him, cannot be taken from him without Sacriledge ; for that 
Sacriledge is a Sin worn out in the days of Goſpel, is eviden- 
ced by all Learned and Pious Divines, to be a very great and 
pernt- 
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nicious Miſtake ; there are ſtill Dedications and Devotings of 
Perſons, and Things to God for Pious and Charitable Uſes, as 
being founded upon an eternal and uncharitable Right and Equi- 
ty, and the taking away of theſe by Fraud and Violence, and 
converting them to other Uſes, muſt be Sacriledge, and cannot 
be other, while the notion of Dedication to God ſtands good. 

And therefore it does, and muſt remain a Charge of that high 
Nature, wherein ſoever Injury is committed upon what 1s fo T3 
Dedicated to him, as to fall under the black Brand of Robbing 
God. 

I know it would be vain to claim this Impreſs of Divine 
Right for all things that have miſtaken the grand mark of all 
ſuch Dedications, and either intitled That, that is due only to 
God, to Names below him, or intitled that to him, that 1s to 
Uſes very diſtant from God or his Approbation ; nor do 1 
think things can be ty'd or engagd to God, beyond the Pro- 
portion of his own SanQion and Acceptance, as to write Cor- 
ban upon what is neceſfary to Childrens Maintainance and ſup- 
port of Parents, when themſelves have it, and their Parents are 
fall'n into Indigency, or on Parents Care of their Families, and 
Proviſion for that for this is ſuperſtitiouſly to Reject the Com- 
mands of God for our own Will-Worſhip, much lefs can I 
think that God receives Robbery for Sacrifice, but hates 1t 3 all 
which I ſhall farther preſently Remark upon, as to my own par- 
ticular z and therefore whatI Argue can't affe& Lands or Houſes 
that have been heretofore miſdevoted, or have been aright de- 
voted, but above all the juſt proportion the Civil Community 
can bear. For it is not the preſent caſe, which is free from all 
ſcruples, arifing' from wrong and miſtaken Dedications and 
Uſes, or being out of Proportion 3 the Uſe and End will be 
by all allow'd, and the Proportion according to every ones 
free Beneficence, which is a juſt proportion. 

For ſeeing God is the Paramount Lord of all, it can never 
but be juſt to honour him with our Subſtance, and the firſt-fruits 
of all our Increaſe; and ſeeing he hath declard in what way — 
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will be ſo honour'd, either in his immediate Service, and the Sup. 
ports of that, either in Perſons, or Things necellary to it, and to 
the Poor; and ſeeing the Religion of the Goſpel is not chargeable, 
as to Things, as heretofore among the Jews, it is moſt reaſonable 
there ſhould be a redundance and exuberance of it in relation 
to the Perſons that miniſter to him in the Goſpel, or to the uſes 
of Piety, or tothe Poor; among(t which, the Religious and uſeful 
Education of poor Children is without controverlie a Principal. 

From all which it follows, which would be greatly advancing 
tothis Enterprize 3 That thoſe ſeveral Claſſes I nam'd in the begin- 
ning, cannot but under the moſt ſolemn and real Obligations, 
ſtand fo obliged to all the Promiſes they were pleas'd freely to 
make, that they are by no means to be recalled in whole, or de- 
falk'd in part, ſeeing the unfaithfulnels of Ananias and Saphira, in 
any of our Aſſignations to the Honour of our God, as it is moſt 
to be deteſted, ſo not once to be ſuſpected of ſuch excellent 
Perſons. 

2, I conclude that thoſe who have given their Approbation 
and Encouragement, cannot be ſupposd to mean a cheap and 
cold Approbation, and Recommendation to others, ſeeing they 
had to do with God, and in a great Point, and 1n inſtances of 
their own Duty, but that they will warmly, effectively, and ex- 
emplarily concur, as with their Influences, ſo with their Contr1- 
butions, being Perſons of Conſcience, Honour, and Ability. 

3. That thoſe Honourable Perſons, who have been pleasd to 
accept Preſents from a Perſon not able (he acknowledges to 
them ) to make them, but as they were, as he hath ſaid, humble 
acknowledgments on his part, that he was but a Petitioner for 
their Contributions, of that to which they were wholly to be 
intitled 3 and on their part, it was a Pledge of their Acceptance 
of the Petition he made to them 3 and he 1s humbly bold to ſay, 
an indenting with him, as ſuch an humble Petitioner 3 That the 
Service, ſo long as they pleas'd, ſhould be his, the Aſſiſtance 
Theirs, and the Glory Gods, in a real Ac of Charity and Mercy 
to ſo great a Uſe ; and therefore the Obligation was transferr'd 


from any reſpet to him, and became an Obligation to God. 
4. That 
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4. That thoſe Veſtrys contraQtings with me, were not only 
Ette&s of their Care and Providence for their Pariſh Children, 
but an Offer of their Service and Aſſiſtance to ſo great an End, 
as a perpetual Settlement for the Education and Good of ſo ma- 
ny Pariſh Children, which might receive daily additions, and 
that might, as it ſhould pleaſe God to incline the Piety and Cha- 
rity, enlarge it ſelf farther and farther, and therefore they were 
obliged above the meer Providence for their Pariſh-Children 
to this Solemn Direction of things to the Glory of God, and a 
Concurrence in fo good a Work. 

5. I amvery ably bu humbly Poſitive, that They, unto 
whoſe Hands the Buildings and ſmall Poſleſſions,ſodevored to ſuch 
a Pious and Excellent a Purpoſe, and therein to God,are alienated, 
are under very ſevere Interdifts of Reaſon.Religion, and the Judg- 
ment of all that are Devout and Sober, beſides their particular pro- 
miſes, todetain themupon the offer of what is but moſt equitable 
(and not rigidly) due Compenſation for what they laid down upon 
any Parts of them all ſuch Addition, either to the Subſtance or 
Conveniencies and Beauty of their Manſions, are of far greater ſu- 
{picion to eat into the Bowels, and twine about the Foundations 
of their ample Eſtates, and otherwiſe ſufficiently Beautiful Build- 
ings, and ruine all. For if ſo uneafie and reſtleſs flittings of 
Church Lands have been obſerved, where the Divine Intereſts 
1n- that hath no ſuch apparent Evidences, as in this Undertaking; 
how much more it is to be feared in this Caſe ? And although 
know men are more affraid of any attacks from Humane Laws 
or Powers, than of the Divine Juſtice, yet the thing 1s not the 
leſs Dreadful ; the Motions indeed are {lower and more Inſenfi- 
ble, but more ſure, more laſting, and therefore much more to be 
dreaded. 

And although Ii know it 1s not fafe to Comment upon the 
Judgments of God, and ſuch Interpretations may miſs and (train 
the Text they are exercitated upon, yer I can give ſeveral In- 
{tances of very ſtrange and unuſual Providences towards ſome, 
who have not ſeriouſly enough, or with due ſpeed diſcharged 
therr Obligations in this Caſe, as alſo very ſad Providences upon 
others 
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others that have been great Enemies and Oppoſers, whoſe Names, as 
having been under Divine or Humane Jultice, 1t 152 Reverence or 
kind of Religion norto touch, unleſs on great Reaſons: But I may 
be bold to make publick the ſo very awful ſtrokes of God upon my 
Family,and particularly upon my Son, ( of whoſe Innocency I have 
yet _ hopes, having always given him ſtrict Rules, and a 
conſtant Example of Loyalty) yet Icannot but own the Hand of 
God upon him in expoling him to the danger he is now under, 
and the more, becauſe he hath made himſelf ſo much ſeparate 
from me, as a Father, and the Father of the Family, as to be pre- 
vail'd with for the Statute of Banckrupt, and in which ſeparation 
from me, this Judgment hath fall'n upon him, and (o far involy'd 
the other parts of my Family within the <kirts of it, though I 
acknowledge the Goodneſs of God, and the Clemency of his 
Majeſty in the Courts of Judicature under him towards it, which 
my preſence with them, I have reaſon to think, knowing my 
great Senſe of Subjection to Government had ſecured againſt. 

The great Obje&ions | can conceive againſt this Argumenta- 
tive part of this Diſcourſe, will lye in two things. 

I have indeed vindicated my ſclf from my Inability, ſceing, as 
& I have repreſented my ſelf, I ſtand, as a perfect Cypher 1n this 
whole Undertaking, as to any more than the firſt Motioner and 
Petitioner for ſo Great and Charitable a Work, which may ve- 
ry much remove Envy its uſual aliment, that canine Appetite, 
it hath upon any pretenſion to Great, Proſperous, or Happy, or 
being able for any Great Undertaking 3 being generally {lack'd 
with the Allowance, there is no ſuch thing ſo much as preten- 
ded, but yet ſtill there may remain an indignatory Diſdain : 
An inconfiderable Perſon, of fo ſmall pretence, ſhould take up- 
on him to be the firſt mover in ſo bulky an Undertaking : to 
which I take, the boldneſs to Anſwer theſe Two Things. 

Firſt, That many things that are brought in to make me ſo 
Inconfiderable, are come upon me in ſtanding in the very breach 
of the Waters of this difficulty, and preſent violence of Expence 
in this Undertaking, trebled and increaſed by the Oppolitions 
I encountred, which have run me down, and the continual uk 
tifices 
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tifices againſt me z among which, my Impriſonment, and that Statute 
of Bankrupt may ſtand in the Fore-front, in which, it it were not a 
rudenets to load {ach an ineention as I have in this Addreſs with Char- 
ges againſt any one, I am able to deteft, and plainly expoſe ſo many 
Arts, Sollicitations of Perſons to take the advantage of impriloning, of 
dilabling me to any Legal Acts, of wrenching my Power our of my 
hand, to make thoſe As Legal upon my Eſtate done by another a- 
gain{t my will, and to gild the whole with the glo!s of my own Son 
as the Principal Actor, as it were in preſervation of himlſelt and my 
Family ; as would make it moſt apparent, it was not the bare Obſtru- 
tion of the Holpital, or the good of my Family, but ſome other 
1]l Influence, that hath involv'd my fſclf and Family in all theſe 
hardſhips, and that it I had not been forcibly divided from all thoſe 
aſſurances of Alliſtance, and re-imburſcment of what I had expen- 
ded upon Building, upon the Children, and the Prelents of a very con- 
fiderable Value, although I am very unwilling to name them, at ſo ma- 
ny hundred Pounds as would riſe to a Ten of Hundreds, and which I 
account as {o much real Eſtate, and as good as in my Hand ; and then 
what I firſt {ecur'd tor my Son and Family; let this be laid all rogether, 
and without any great Imputation of Immodeſty, or juft Dildain, a 
Man of {1x thouſand Pound Eſtate, may be a Petitioner for a Publick 
Charity ; and in ſome Cafes, the ſmalleſt Pcrions have been uſed by 
Divine Providence to very Great Ends, nor is it diſtant from their Du- 
ty to attempt what they can ; for, as in Nature, things that have the 
loweſt ſcicuation by Natures Law, yet riſe to the greateſt height upon 
Vacuity; ſo the Obſervation of a great want of ſuch a Proviſion for 
the Education of the Children of {o many great Pariſhes, of one of 
waich I am a Member, and no Perſon of greater Account appearing in 
it, It gave me an Authority, the Thing being ſo deeply impreſled up- 
on me, to- riſe even out of my Sphere in the Attempre. And though I 
am far from Enthuſiaſm, yet when Rational and Chriſtian Impreſhons 
are (er home upon a Man, grounded upon ſtrong Apprehenſions, of 
the Goodneſs of a T hing, and guided by the Rational and pollible Me- 
thods of Attainment, it may in ſome degree warrant a naked Sau! a- 
mong the Prophets, and a David Encountering a Goliah, that I may 
make fo bold an Allufion, without the leaſt thought of making a Pa- 
rallel, and Children in Wiſdom and Power to ſpeak what elſe ſtones 
would, it they ſhould hold their Peace, and that I have not vain] 
ſhewn ſo great a Reſentment, appears by conftant Reſolution and Sut- 
tering, withoue Wavering or Impatience, one Evidence of Divine Al- 
fiſtance and Approbation. 


The ſecond Cayil or ObjcRion hath been at the Title (The Ladies ? 
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Hoſpital) with which ſome made themſelves much ſcandaliz'd. But an an- 
{wer to that needs not much,] am ſo far from eſteeming it a Derogation, 
or from recanting the Title, that I count ira glory ro the Undertaking. 
When I conſider how many-ereat and Excellent Perſons of that Cha- 
rafter have been famous in Scripture, the number of which is ſo great 
I cannot now recount. Nor 1s the Scripture aſhamed to grace thar Title 
with that moſt excellent Epiſtle, luper{crib'd ro the EleS Lady, by the 
beloved Diſciple : an everlaſting Monument of Glory both to the Sex, 
and to the T itle. And then it is not to be ſuppog'd, that the Intitling the 
Hoſpital to the Ladies, was any excluſion of their Noble Lords and 
Husbands; For according to that great Encomium of the vertuous Lady 
by Solomon, the wiſeſt of Princes, and men, and the Prince ot Poets, Son 
to the ſweet Singer of Tſrael, the Heatts of their Husbands latcly cruſt 
in them, They*onſider a Field, and fo a Manſion for Charity, and pur- 
chaſe it ; and their glory, as they are the glory of the Man, redounds 
on their Noble Lords and Husbands. . 
Having now finiſh'd my whole Hiſtory, and Vindication, I ſum up 
6 all, and beſcech all thoſe Noble Perſons ro whom I prelent this, in the 
Bowels of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Great Lover of Humane Nature 
of the Bodies and Souls of Men, of his particular Love to Children an 
younger years ; by the great tenderneſs due to them, in Example of our 
Lord, by the neceflary Mercy to Oge. that hath by his Utmoſt doing 
and ſuffering (except unto Blood ) ſeal'd the f(incerity of his Intentions 
in deſire of the Glory of God, of the Honour of ſo many 1Illuſtrious 
Perſons, I may prevail, that by This, or the like Method, you would 
tayour the Stones, pity the Duſt (I will call it ) of your Hoſpital. 

1. That tho moſt Reverend Fathers in God, the Biſhops, and the 
Reverend the Deans and DoRors, would pleaſe to review their Re- 
commendations of it. And,which would make calic the whole Deſign, 

2. That the Worſhipful Juſtices and the Veſtrys would again eſpouſe 
it, according tp their former ContraQts, of allowing ſix round a year 
for each Child. 

j That thoſe Honourable Perſonages, that have cither by their Pro- 
miſes, Recommendations, or acceptance of my humbleſt Preſents, ap- 
proved my Deſign, would pleaſe to make effeCtive Contributions, that 
may be paid in to any of the Doors of the Pariſhes, or otherwile, as 
may be thought beſt. 

4- That by their Examples, and invitations of others, the number of 
Contributors may increaſe, and be added to thoſe who havecngagd. 

5. That by the Union of- Contributions the Buildings may be 
view'd, repair'd, and reſcu'd from Ruine and Alienation, by a Com- 

-- mitment of that Care to Perſons fit for it; and your Petitioner allow'd 
to continue a Petitioner for i, as long * you pleale. 
| INIS. 


